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Many contemporary abolitionists argue that “carceral feminists” have contributed to mass
incarceration by supporting criminal justice approaches to end sexual and gender violence.
Instead of the criminal justice system, these “abolition feminists” advocate grassroots
transformative justice initiatives that work outside of state institutions and the law.
Community justice initiatives often showcase powerful assertions of feminist political
agency, as Terweil shows through a close examination of Communities Against Rape and
Abuse (CARA). However, she argues that abolition feminists’ anti-statism ultimately limits
their ability to realize widespread radical change. She challenges this anti-statism by
showing, first, that in other contexts, prominent abolitionists seek to seize state capacities
and resources. Such efforts are important, Terweil suggests, not only to address the root
causes of harm but also to counter right-wing militias and other forms of neoliberal and
conservative anti-statism. She concludes by suggesting that some legal-institutional
proposals of earlier European abolitionist scholar-activists, who oppose prisons and
criminal law but see a role for the state in facilitating restorative justice processes, could
productively inform US abolitionism. 
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